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Propositions, Truth and Paradox 
PHIL 428/628 

Yale University, Spring 2016 
 

14 January 2016 
 
I. Basic Information 
 
Instructor:  Bruno Whittle 
 
Office:   102 CT Hall 
Office Hours:  Thursdays 3–4pm and by appointment 
Email:   bruno.whittle@yale.edu 
 
Course time:  Tuesdays 7:00–8:50pm 
Course location: LC 203 
Course website:  https://classesv2.yale.edu/portal/  
 
II. Course Description and Prerequisites 
 
The aim of this seminar is to study logical, or ‘semantic’, paradoxes, such as the paradox that 
results from the sentence ‘This sentence is not true’ (the Liar paradox). The paradoxes threaten to 
show that many of the ways in which we talk about ourselves—about what we say and about 
what we think—are fundamentally incoherent. We will focus on truth and on propositions, and 
will ask whether, in light of the paradoxes, it is possible to give adequate accounts of these 
notions: consistent accounts on which these notions can perform the functions that we need them 
to, both in philosophy and more generally. 
 
This is not a course in formal logic: there will be no exercises, for example. However, any fruitful 
engagement with the paradoxes requires employment of the machinery and techniques of modern 
logic. So the readings will demand familiarity and ease with basic logical and set-theoretic 
concepts, and the readings will sometimes be challenging. For this reason, any student wishing to 
take the course without having already taken a second course in logic (e.g., 267/576) should 
discuss this with the instructor. Having said that, the focus will be on the philosophical (as 
opposed to the purely logical, or mathematical) significance of work in logic. Further, throughout 
the semester, I am happy to help guide students to appropriate background and supplementary 
readings which I will post on the course web site. But I will expect students to take responsibility 
for filling lacunae that would otherwise preclude understanding; as a result, there may be weeks 
where an individual student will end up doing more reading than the schedule below indicates. 
 
III. Course Requirements 
 
All those attending the seminar (including auditors) are expected to keep up with the readings and 
to participate actively in class discussions. Participation in class discussion will determine 30% of 
your grade. 
 
All students enrolled in the seminar for credit must complete one of the following two sets of 
requirements. All work should be submitted by email.  
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Option 1: (Required for graduate students and philosophy majors fulfilling their senior 
requirements) 
• One mid-term paper (6–8 pages) due on or before Friday, Mar. 4 at 5pm. (30% of grade.) 
• One final paper (15–20 pages), which may but need not be on the same topic as your mid-

term paper. The assignment has two parts (40% of grade): 
(a)  A proposal and outline (3–5 pages). In the proposal, you should identify your topic 

and the issues it raises, and explain in a general way what you intend to say about 
these issues. The proposal must be submitted by Friday, April 8 at 5pm. Comments 
on your proposal will be provided to you by Friday, April 22 at 5pm. Extra office 
hours will be held during the week of April 25 so that you can discuss your paper 
with me if you wish. 

(b)  The paper itself due by Wednesday May 4 at 5pm. 
 
Option 2: (Recommended for undergraduates not fulfilling their senior requirement) 
• One mid-term paper (4–6 pages) due on or before Friday, Mar. 4 at 5pm. Suggested topics for 

the mid-term paper will be posted on the website two weeks before it is due. (30% of grade.) 
• One final paper (8–12 pages), due Wednesday May 4 at 5pm. The final paper may be a 

significantly expanded version of mid-term paper, or it may address a different (pre-
approved) topic. (40% of grade) 

 
IV. Course Readings (provisional and incomplete) 
 
Copies of all readings will be available at the PHIL 428/628 site at 
https://classesv2.yale.edu/portal/ (with the exception of optional readings that are complete 
books). 
 
1/19. Week 1. Introduction 
 

1/26. Week 2. Tarski’s Theory of Truth  
 

• S. Soames, ‘Tarski’s Definition of Truth’, ‘The Significance of Tarski’s Theory of Truth’ 
(up to and incl. the section ‘The Fruitfulness of Tarski’s Definition’) and ‘Lessons of the 
Liar’ (from his Understanding Truth, 1999). 

 

Optional 
• The rest of ‘The Significance of Tarski’s Theory of Truth’.  

 

2/2 and 2/9. Weeks 3 and 4. Kripke’s Theory of Truth  
 

• S. Kripke, ‘Outline of a Theory of Truth’ (Journal of Philosophy, 1975). 
 

Optional 
• S. Soames, ‘Truth, Paradox, and Partially Defined Predicates’ (from his Understanding 

Truth, 1999). 
 

2/16. Week 5. Burge’s Theory of Truth 
 

• T. Burge, ‘Semantical Paradox’ (Journal of Philosophy, 1979). 
 

2/23. Weeks 6. The Revision Theory 
 

• A. Gupta, ‘Truth and Paradox’ (Journal of Philosophical Logic, 1982). 
 

 
Optional 
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• A. Gupta and N. Belnap, The Revision Theory of Truth (MIT Press, 1993).  
 

3/1. Week 7. Pointer Semantics 
 

• H. Gaifman, ‘Pointers to Propositions’ (in A. Chapuis and A. Gupta (eds.), Circularity, 
Definition, and Truth, 2000). 

 

3/8. Week 8. Pointer Semantics (contd); Glanzberg 
 

• M. Glanzberg, ‘The Liar in Context’ (Philosophical Studies, 2001).  
 

3/29. Week 9. Glanzberg (contd); Leitgeb 
 

• H. Leitgeb, ‘What Truth Depends On’ (Journal of Philosophical Logic, 2005). 
 

4/5. Week 10. Field on Revenge 
 

• H. Field, ‘Solving the Paradoxes, Escaping Revenge’ (in Jc Beall (ed.), Revenge of the 
Liar, 2007). 

 

Optional 
• H. Field, Saving Truth from Paradox (Oxford University Press, 2008).  

 

4/12. Week 11. Possible Worlds and Paradox 
 

• D. Kaplan, ‘A Problem in Possible-World Semantics’ (in W. Sinnott-Armstrong (ed.) 
Modality, Morality and Belief: Essays in Honour of Ruth Barcan Marcus, 1995).  

• D. Lewis, ‘More Worlds Than There Are?’ (in his On the Plurality of Worlds, 1986). 
 

Optional 
• B. Whittle, ‘Epistemically Possible Worlds and Propositions’ (Nôus, 2009). 

 

4/19: Week 12: Proper Classes and Propositions 
 

• P. Maddy, ‘Proper Classes’ (Journal of Symbolic Logic, 1983). 
 

4/26. Week 13. TBD 
 


